b-\nat ]

o Ordination of Catholic Women
0@ PO Box E418, Queen Victoria Terrace, Canberra, ACT. 2600
QM an®

2[5

To: Stephen Godley
ABC Radio Ultimo, Svdrney NSW
FasX: 02-333 2830

From: - Mardie Louise Ulw
Rex: Papal Obituasry
Comments I might maske:

ALl deaths bring mixed feelings, and this one probably no
exception, but I would have to admit that the ba:sic Teeling
would e one of relief. This lomg and complex papacy has not,
I believe, been good For women.

John Paul II%s attitude o women is bamsically pabriarchal ;
through &ll his praise of women and his dissertations on
womer® s digrnity and full humanity, I still hear - biological
determinism that says that women mre principally mothers (@
stib-set Oof beinmg human, even if divided into biologicaml and
spiritual mobhers]. This, @és I understand him, limits wus in &
Wiy that being fathers does mnot Limit mem.

Thez Wwomen he upheld is the Mother Teresa (who serves) @mnd not
the Teresa Kane (who challenges) . All this is supported by &
no-doubt deeply Mheld but to me guite scary devotion to his
image of Mary.

Secondly, I find it scary that e seemed to believe that alone
and unaided he could decide issuss of graat importasnce o us
all, and ignore his own biblical scholars, and the most
renowned of theologiamnsg. Collagiality of bishops was
obliterated effectively: theoclogians wers silenced; freedom of
expression banished. Effectively it has been somebhing closes
to & totalitarian regime. Aand all to bring about Mis visior of
heaven on earth - which for mamy came close to hall o e@artiy,

I would hope that the next papacy would allow the churceh to
look openly at the question of the ordination of women, and of
course at other critical queshions such ms the gquestions of
contraception, of married priests (male ancd femmle ] hope too
Tor remewed expression of open theclogy =mnd scriptural studies.
Hope, above all perhaps, fFor what Rahner describes @ms a pope
wio could savy "I made =& mistake; we were wrong aboult that ;
let’s try it this way for a while ete’.

We need, T believe, ancther John XXIIT, someone who trusts
humanity armd believes i bmsic goadness .






